31st May 2019
Ms Cathy Mannion
Commissioner
Commission for Aviation Regulation
3rd Floor Alexandra House
Earlsfort Terrace
Dublin 2
D02 W773
Dear Ms. Mannion,
I am writing to you on behalf of the Cork Airport Development Council (CADC). The CADC was formed
in 2014, at the behest of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, to provide regional input and
support to Cork Airport on its business strategy, and comprises representatives from local
management and daa Board, regional and tourism businesses, and policy groups.
In fulfilling its role, the CADC’s focus is on ensuring common understanding of the issues, opportunities
and operating performance of Cork Airport, and driving coordinated action to further develop the
airport, and deliver sustainable traffic growth.
Over the last four years, the CADC has engaged strongly with Cork Airport to achieve a turnaround in
its traffic and financial position. We are extremely concerned that the recently published Draft
Determination on Airport Charges for Dublin, which is proposing more than a 20% reduction in airport
charges at Dublin Airport in 2020, will have a significant effect on the market price of airport charges
at Cork and other airports throughout Ireland. In turn, this would have detrimental implications for
Cork with respect to its traffic, future development, and its finances. Indeed, such a decision would
potentially reduce annual revenues at Cork Airport by over €4m per annum, undermining Cork’s
recent recovery, with significant negative impacts for the entire region.
We have requested the Managing Director of Cork Airport to seek an urgent meeting with you, to
explain the effect of these proposals on the financial viability of Cork Airport, including its comparative
position with Dublin Airport. We acknowledge and understand that the negative effects of this
Determination on Cork Airport are likely inadvertent – however, it is critical to note that this is a very
real unintended consequence of your draft proposal and is a serious matter for us at a time when we
are all striving to turn a corner from the setbacks experienced by Cork Airport in recent years. We ask
that our concerns be fully addressed during the consultation period to ensure that all airports in
Ireland continue to grow on an economically viable basis for the benefit of tourism and business in
the regions.
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